
Diocese of Davenport Protocols 
Based on new CDC guidelines, the following protocols will begin to take effective 

throughout the Diocese of Davenport. 

As we move into Phase 3 of our pandemic response and reopening, I want to make us 
aware of a couple things: 

First, the Diocese of Davenport and St. Mary is not removing our mask requirement. That 
requirement has simply shifted with the science and guidelines.  
The mask requirement will continue to remain in effect for anyone who is not 
vaccinated, whether by personal choice, medical reasons, or age. 

The CDC, along with Bishop Zinkula, recommends any child over the age of two, who is 
not vaccinated, wear a mask when outside their household. This would include Mass at 

St. Mary. 

Second, we’ll be making our Phase 3 moves slowly, each weekend. I’ll make any 
announcement pertaining to upcoming changes at the end of Masses. In an effort to be 
transparent and open, I want you to be aware of things before they happen. This way, we 
all have the opportunity to plan accordingly on how and when we want to participate in 
certain aspects of the Church.  

The dispensation from participating in Mass continues to be in effect until a date to be 
determined.

Changes Effective Immediately: 
• We have removed the tape that has cordoned off our pews for the past year. Seating in 

the church will be open.  
• Anyone who is fully vaccinated against Covid-19 will no longer be required to wear a 

mask inside the church. 
• Seating in the Parish Hall will remain as it is for anyone who needs to social distance or 

for anyone who desires that six-feet of distance. 



Celebrating the Eucharist:
• The Sign of Peace may be exchanged as customary within households. Otherwise, a 

bow is preferred.
• Hands are not held for the Lord’s Prayer.
• Communion is distributed only under the form of the Host. 
• Communion on the tongue is permitted to those who have been vaccinated.
• The procession with the gifts and the Sunday collection will resume sometime in June. 

Baskets with long handles are preferred for the collection.
 
Changes Effective May 24: 
• Adoration will move from the restricted 30 minutes to the unrestricted one hour. 

Changes Effective May 29/30: 
• Hymnals will be placed back in the pews. You are encouraged to use hand sanitizer 

after handling common objects. 
• Music and singing will be reintroduced to our liturgies. 
• Holy Water will be available on weekends only. Fonts will be changed after each Mass. 

Changes Effective June 1: 
• Meetings may begin to be held indoors, with no time limit. Any and all meetings will 

be held in the basement area until the time when we remove the socially distanced 
seating in the Parish Hall. Organizers of meetings should be attentive to the amount of 
time gathered; the longer the time together, the greater the risk for infection unless all 
in attendance are vaccinated.


